
While children are play acting and laughing, they are 
also learning to count, recognize and predict 
patterns, and identify days of the week.   Another 
favorite activity for the students, families and 
teachers is diary time.  Every night, students take 
home small diary books.  With their parents’ help, 
they record a sentence and draw a picture 
describing something done at home that night or 

information about themselves.  The next day, each 
student reveals to the class the contents of their 
diary.  Classmates and teachers then ask questions 
about the diary entry.  At the end of the day, 
teachers help students record an event to share with 
their parents that night.  This helps to bridge the gap 
between home and school and provides the 
language model for the kids to tell their parents 
about their day.  It is also great for teaching children 
how listen to each other, ask questions, and learn 
more about classmates. 

     The preschool is conveniently located across the 
street from USU’s Communicative Disorders and 
Deaf Education Department.  The preschoolers 
receive 45 minutes of individual speech therapy 
three times a week.  Therapy is given by supervised 
graduate students majoring in the Auditory Learning 
emphasis at Utah State University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�� he day begins with backpacks, coats, 
lunchboxes and eager preschoolers 
making their way into the Sound 

Beginnings classroom.  A full day of learning and 
listening awaits the seven students, ranging in age 
from 3 to 6 years, and they are ready to get started!  
Class begins on the blue alphabet rug where the 
children welcome the day by singing a “Good 
Morning” song to each other.      

 Sound Beginnings is a new preschool program 
for children with hearing loss located inside Edith 
Bowen Elementary on the Utah State University 
Campus.  In this language-enriched program, 
children receive special help as they learn to listen 
and speak.  After the “Good Morning” song is over, 
the teacher will lead the students through a full day 
of activities including story time, calendar, math 
time, language group, snacks, diary keeping and a 
much-needed nap!   As the students learn to listen 
and talk, they are also gaining classroom skills they 
will need to succeed in a mainstream elementary 
school:  raising hands before speaking, walking 
quietly in the halls, keeping hands to self, honing 
fine motor skills with cutting, tracing, coloring, and 
gluing.    

     Along with the hard 
work, there is plenty of 
fun!  During calendar 
time, each student has 
a chance to be the 
official “Sound 
Beginnings Weather 
Reporter for the Day.” 
The student charts the 
current weather and at 
the end of every month 
the results are totaled 
and compared.   

�� ���������� �

��������� � For More Information Contact:  Valerie Reynolds at (435) 797-2613 

             www.soundbeginnings.usu.edu   valerie.reynolds@usu.edu 

Preschoolers listen intently during an experience story.  

Carolyn-Kate eagerly raises her 
hand to answer a question. 
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� � � � � � EDITH BOWEN SCHOOL MUSIC SPECIALIST �
sessions, the children also listen for the presence and 
absence of sound, learn the correct way to use 
instruments, 
and repeat 
songs and 
rhymes. 
Everyone 
works hard 
during this 
time, but also 
has fun 
dancing 
around the 
room to 
different 
styles of 
music. We appreciate the school sharing the talented 
Mrs. D with us and we value the time and effort she puts 
into every music session. 

�� very Monday, the preschoolers begin 
counting down the days until Thursday 
and the half-hour of music time with 

“Mrs. D.”   Jill DeVilbiss, Edith Bowen Elementary 
Music Specialist, is a 
favorite with Sound 
Beginnings students.  During 
music class, the students 
identify four different ways 
of using their voices; 
whispering, singing, 
speaking and shouting.   This 
gives children the chance to 
practice regulating their own 
voices by experimenting 
with ways of 
communicating at varying 
volumes. During the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

worked, but a side effect was profound hearing loss in 
both ears.  Zak received his right cochlear implant when 
he was twelve months old and in May 2007 he was 
implanted on his left side.  Michelle and Kevin 
Archibald of Pleasant Grove, Utah are Zak’s parents and 
he is the youngest of 4 
boys.  Mom, Zak and 
brother Ryker live in the 
Cache Valley during the 
week and travel 120 miles 
to be home on the 
weekends with Dad and 
older brothers Dalton and 
Parker.  The weekend 
reunions are always a 
joyful time for the family 
to be together.  The 
Archibald’s are one 
example of the dedication 
and support of each 
family at the Sound 
Beginnings program. 

�� ach Newsletter will highlight one student 
at Sound Beginnings.  This spotlight 
features an enthusiastic  6 year old 

named Zakary Archibald.  When you first meet Zak, 
you will probably notice three unique things about 
him; his deep brown eyes, his unforgettable smile, 
and his Spiderman snow boots!  This friendly 
preschooler is always quick to shake hands and 
introduce himself to everyone, who instantly 
becomes a new friend.  He often greets his 
classmates and teachers with a hug.   

     Zak is a great helper around the preschool as well 
as at home.  He enjoys the daily classroom 
responsibilities and looks forward to taking his turn 
being the line leader, calendar helper, or pouring the 
water at snack time. Zak works hard every day at 
school, is a good listener, and is excited about 
learning to read and write.  Zak adores his puppy, 
Rowdy. When he was born, Zak was very sick and 
spent three weeks in the hospital where he was given 
strong antibiotics to help him live.  The antibiotics 

�SPOTLIGHT  

Zakary Archibald shows his smile 

�� o the eager parents 
and guests 
attending the 

Sound Beginnings Christmas 
Program, “it was beginning to 
look [and sound] a lot like 
Christmas” as children used their 
voices  to introduce themselves, 
sing songs, repeat a winter haiku 
and tell Santa Claus what they 
wanted for Christmas. During 

the creative movement portion of 
the program, the children used their 
bodies to create the shapes of 
Christmas vocabulary words they 
had learned. Many of the parents 
shed a few tears as they thought 
about the progress their child has 
made in a few months.  The 
program was followed with treats 
and socializing before the families 
and staff separated for the holiday. 

� � � � � � CHRISTMAS PROGRAM �

Shanna dances to music. 

Mrs. Jill DeVilbiss and the children use puppets to 

sing songs. 


